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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MEXICO 1885 

DEPT EOR BOURNE (WHITE HOUSE), BENSINGER (DEA) AND 
LUERS (ARA) GENEVA FOR FALCO 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS : SNAR MX 

SUBJ : PROPOSED VISIT OF SENIOR USG NARCOTICS OFFICIALS 

REF : PI JGST AD-MCI .AUGHT .IN TELCON FEB 15 

1. MISSION UNDERSTANDS FROM REFTELCON THAT BOURNE, BENSINGER, 
AND EALCO ARE CONSIDERING VISIT TO MEXICO TO DISCUSS NAR- 
COTICS PROGRAMS WITH MISSION AND GOM OFEICIALS. WE LOOK 
FORWARD TO VISIT AND, FOR REASONS GIVEN BELOW, SUGGEST LATTER 
PART OP APRIL AS MOST APPROPIRIATE TIME. 

2. SENIOR MEXICAN OFFICIALS, IN OFFICE ONLY SINCE DECEMBER 
ONE, ARE MAKING SERIOUS ATTEMPT TO GET NARCOTICS PROGRAM 
RUNNING EFFECTIVELY. THEY HAVE, AS MISSION REPORTING IN- 
DICATES, MADE SIGNIPICANT STRIDES IN THE ERADICATION EFPORT 
AND ARE BEGINNING, WITH CONSTANT PRODDING FROM NARCOTICS 
ATTACHE, TO ORGANIZE THEMSELVES EOR OTHER ENPORCEMENT ACTI- 
VITIES. BOTH OF THESE TASKS REQUIRE CONSTANT MANAGEMENT 
ATTENTION. BY WAITING UNTIL THE INTENSIFIED PORTION OF 
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THE ERADICATION CAMPAIGN WINDS DOWN IN MID- APRIL, WE 
WOULD PERMIT THE MEXICANS TO EDUCATE THEMSELVES ON THE 
TASKS THEY FACE AND ACQUIRESUFFICIENT KNOWLEDGEFOR IN- 
DEPTH DISCUSSIONS ON PROGRAM OPERATION. DISCUSSIONS 
COULD THEN CONSENTRATE ON PROGRAM PRIORITIES AND IM- 
PLEMENTATION METHODS OVER THE NEXT SIX YEARS OF THE LOPEZA 
PORTILLO ADMINISTRATION. 
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3. WE WOULD SUGGEST THAT VISITORS BE PREPARED TO DIS- 
CUSS FOLLOWING ISSUES IN SOME DETAIL. THEY HAVE BEEN 
REPORTED IN LOCAL PRESS AND MEXICAN OFEICIALS CAN 
BE EXPECTED TO ATTEMPT TO ELICIT INSIGHTS EROM VISITORS. 

(A) MARIJUANA: MEXICO HAS NEVER BEEN COMEORTABLE 
WITH MOVE TO DECRIMINALIZE MARIJUANA POSSESSION BY 
STATES. RECENT PRESS REPORTS INDICATE INCREASED 

US INTEREST, INCLUDING PROPOSED LEGISLATION, NOT 
ONLY TO DECRIMINALIZE POSSESSION AT FEDERAL LEVEL, 

BUT TO DECRIMINALIZE PERSONAL CULTIVATION AS WELL. 

MEXICAN PENALTIES EOR BOTH POSSESSION (EVEN OE SMALL 
AMOUNTS) AND CULTIVATION ARE VERY SEVERE, AND MEXICO 
CONSIDERS MARIJUANA A PRESENT DANGER TO ITS SOCIETY, 

WHILE IT VIEWS HEROIN AS A NEWLY-EMERGING, BUT NOT 
YET SERIOUS THREAT. WE RECOMMEND THAT VISITORS 
PREPARE TO ADDRESS THIS DIVERGENCE IN PRIORITIES. 

(B) DRUG ENEORCEMENT: MEXICAN OEEICIALS WILL ALMOST 
CERTAINLY SEEK ANALYSIS OE USG INTENTIONS ON DRUG 
ENEORCEMENT ORGANIZATION, PARTICULARLY WIDELY-PUB- 
LICIZED REPORTS OF POSSIBLE DEA-EBI MERGER. THEY CAN 
BE EXPECTED TO ASK WHAT OPERATIONAL DIFEERENCES SUCH 
CHANGES WOULD INVOLVE AND HOW CURRENT DEA-MEJP COOPERA- 
TION WOULD BE AEEECTED. 

(C) LONG-TERM US NARCOTICS POLICY: WHILE MEXICAN 
OEFICIALS UNDERSTAND THAT US REMAINS COMMITTED TO 
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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ON DRUG ABUSE, THEY WILL 
ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE FROM VISITORS THE DEGREE TO 
WHICH THEY CAN EXPECT CONTINUED MATERIAL AND EINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE EOR NARCOTICS OVER THE NEXT SIX YEARS. 

THOMPSON 
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